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Instruments

Within the DIAMONT project the term “instrument” is 
referring to any approach that is designed to intentionally 
stimulate and steer land resource management at 
regional level in a sustainable manner.
The collection of in-
struments presented 
in the database pro-
vides an overview 
of the numerous 
existing possibilities 
of handling land re-
source management 
in the Alps. 

Through this information pool, stakeholders shall be put 
in the position to look beyond the national context and 
to assess problem-solving approaches and lessons learnt 
in other countries. It is largely accepted that there is 
no lack of regional development instruments but a lack 
of implementation know-how that currently obstructs 
sustainable spatial development in the Alps. 

The instruments in the database include categories, 
keywords and assessments. Through the option to select 
policy fields of interest, users will be able to identify 
relevant instruments for their purpose. All information on 
individual instruments can be downloaded as pdf-file. As far 
as available, best practice information and further links are 
attached to each instrument. 

Co-financed by:

Maps

In the course of DIAMONT, result data have been linked to 
Geographic Information Systems, visualising the distribution 
of indicator characteristics in the Alps in maps. 
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 These differentiated maps make information more easily 
recognisable and reveal links between geographic condi-
tions and the subjects in focus.

The maps presented in the DIAMONT database are  
examples for a spatial representation of some selected 
indicators contained in the database. They were created 
within the DIAMONT project and offered by license of the 
publisher (Spektrum-Akademischer Verlag, May 2008). The 
maps in the database are an excerpt from “Mapping the 
Alps“, which is containing more than 100 pan-Alpine maps 
on social, economic and environmental aspects, presented 
with concise interpretations in the four Alpine languages: 
French, German, Italian, Slovenian and English.

Source of supply: www.springer.com



The purpose of the DIAMONT database

The “DIAMONT” project has collected a huge amount of 
information. To allow its easy access, use, documentation 
and further exploitation by local stakeholders, the project 
results are stored and publicly accessible in an online 
database.

The database offers information about the status of 
municipalities in many areas of development, and allows 
stakeholders to carry out benchmark analyse for their 
respective municipality vis-à-vis other municipalities across 
the Alpine Convention area. It is dedicated to support sound 
and transparent decision-making on regional and local level 
based on statistical data and a transnational collection of 
regional development instruments. 

Conceived with the steering bodies of the Alpine Convention, 
the database will give a vital impulse to the relaunch of 
SOIA (System for Observation of and Information on the 
Alps) and the newly designed objectives.  

About the DIAMONT database

All information was collected and processed  
within the EU Interreg III B Project “DIAMONT – Data  
Infrastructure for the Alps: Mountain Orientated Network 
Technology”. More information: 

www.uibk.ac.at/diamont/

The database is structured in „classes“ which refer to cen-
tral deliverables of the DIAMONT project, and documentati-
on on the presented indicators, data and maps itself, called 
metadata documentation. 

From the outset of DIAMONT, the Bavarian State Ministry for 
Environment, Health and Consumer Protection granted the 
project the programming and hosting of this database until 
2012 as an inkind contribution.

Indicators have been an essential element of the  
DIAMONT project. They have been arrived at by two ap-
proaches – one representing expert indicators which would 
be desirable (grey background colour in the database), the 
other representing indicators which are currently available, 
at least in most Alpine countries. These indicators can be 
identified by the green background colour of the title. 

Data

Data are stored as “result data“ in the DIAMONT database, 
which represents calculated indicator values with a spatial 
resolution of single municipalities. These data were pro-
duced within the DIAMONT project through data processing 
and formula calculation from raw data delivered by statis-
tics agencies.

As data from statistics offices are often subject to legal 
restrictions and privacy regulation, it was necessary to 
process raw data into aggregated data for public access. 
Therefore the results provided respect the legal constraints 
and at the same time meet public demand for a high level 
of information.

The DIAMONT database now offers a coherent data base for 
the entire Alpine Convention area.

Search functions in the database allow the selection of 
data for geographic areas, single municipalities or thematic 
issues. Additionally, indicator and metadata fact sheets are 
available for all data in the database.

Metadata

Metadata give important information on the 
presented data. Their documentation is following the  
requirements of the ISO 19115 standard. It was adjusted 
to the planned metadata documentation of the Alpine 
Convention for the first Report on the State of the Alps and 
SOIA. The metadata can be downloaded as pdf-files.

Indicators

The results from both approaches form the con-
tent of the class “indicators” of the database. They 
are documented in the form of “fact sheets”, provi-
ding information on title and unit of the indicators 
as well as calculation formula used and background  
information. The fact sheets can be downloaded as pdf-
files.


